
 
Why not? Testing is often nothing more than regurgitation, and superficial learning. In a music 

classroom I tell my students that the more ways and more senses you use in learning a concept the 
better it is going to stick with you.  

By mid-year I have them rehearsing in small mixed ensembles, at the end of each session they 
have to discuss and write down what the goals are for the next session, so they can go home and focus 
on those things for personal practice time. A “scribe” is designated and they will post to the wiki about 
what was accomplished in that session, each student then has to comment on the scribe’s post and 
talk about what worked for them, what didn’t and what needs to change – either personally or as a 
unit.  

I can not begin tell you the difference it made in how they learned their parts and took 
ownership of mistakes and problems, they worked through rehearsal issues as a group because 
everyone had input and knew their input was being viewed and taken into account. 

On a personal level, I am often more comfortable putting my questions down on paper or in an 
online forum. Because it gives me time to think and formulate before I ‘speak’. Last year I discovered 
that two of my students, who I didn’t hear two words out of in class the entire year, were extremely 
creative, vocal and articulate when they were writing. I got to know them through their posts, which 
made it easier for me to start a conversation with them and keep it going for more than half a word 
when we were face to face. I know that this helped them gain a voice in their ensembles as well. 

 

 
A lot of the time I grade students on if the assignment is done or not done. In the initial stages 

many students didn’t do the assignment because “this is orchestra, I shouldn’t have to be writing”. 
Their grade said otherwise.   
 The more I have them do little writing snipits, the more likely they are to do them.  
 Sometimes I grade on content, sometimes its just if it’s done. I like being the non-threatening 
environment for writing. I do tell them that I’m not going to be grading grammar and punctuation, 
but they DO need to use their best practices in those areas. 
 
How does writing fit into my class if it isn’t an English class? 
 

How does it not? Again, I go back to the fact that some people are more readily able to express 
themselves and their needs on paper, or via text, or sms or whatever – something that is not actually 
talking in front of a group of people. 
 Also, asking a student to write what they THINK the assignment is may make things clear to 
you, as a teacher, what other way or ways you may need to adjust how you explain things to your 
students. 
 
 

 
The writing assignments I give for my classes are typically done outside class time and they are short 
– hence it takes me 30 minutes or so to breeze through them and grade. If I want or need to comment 
I can. It really doesn’t take much more time than you already spend on a computer 

In addition, for the days that I DO write IN class – its in the lesson plan. Its no different than 
planning any other lesson component. Theory, history, composer bio, composition, WRITING. If you 
are sold on the idea and the process your kids will be too. 



 

 
 I guess that depends on what you want the outcome to be. When I assign groups and for the 
scribe to write what happened during rehearsal time and how it was accomplished – then 
commentary from the others – I can quickly see if they are rehearsing as they should be. If not, then I 
know I have corrections to make and either comment on it or show up at their next rehearsal session 
to make those corrections my self. 
 For me its about them taking ownership. Sometimes, when I see what could be a problem, I let 
it ride – because I also see them trying to work it out amongst themselves, and isn’t that what we 
want?? Thinking, engaged, dedicated, problem solving students, that do not rely on someone else?? 
 
 

 
 In part, yes, it is an assignment, but I tell them to have fun with it. I use a Wiki and tell them 
short posts are fine – but not to limit themselves, be creative, engage each other. I think the other part 
is that I get in there with them, commenting, helping and writing.   
 They are almost all on the net every day, whether its fb, twitter, or surfing. I tell them 160 
characters isn’t going to kill your evening, you’re on there anyway, post to the wiki, it will take 5 
minutes. 
 

 
I’m not an English teacher or a grammar Nazi, and all I’ve been told by administration is that “YOUR 
STUDENTS SHOULD BE WRITING.” They never said about what, or how, or that it had to be in APA 
style – so 160 character-Ms. B-style it is. 
 
And if the initial 160 characters lead them to a chat or a discussion or even pique their interest in 
something new to explore, then guess how many characters they actually write – about things that 
they know or want to know, think, feel and do as a people (and yes I know that was probably 
grammatically incorrect, deal with it, I’m writing). 
 
 
 


